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Sstscud *Q Jowph Tod«r, 

H0P1. 

I wait for joy and glory , 
Immortal, endless life. 
H j Bav ior went before me. 
He conquered in tlte strife. 

He calli on all to follow, 

Rely on htm for aid ; 

Ha conquered, death to swallow ; 

Th*i grave makes riot afraid. 

I Ioiik, with all creation 
To ting that heavenly Psalm 
Of praise and adoration, 
To Uod and to the l-»ml>. 

Tbla hymn of consummation 

Will all creation sing ; 

And every tribe mid nation , 

Their gla^hoaaniuOis bring. 

When In the revolution 
Of awn, that time shall come, 
That God, without exclusion. 
Calls all his children home. 

When all shall have submitted, 
, To God the Father's sway, 

When bondage is acquitted, 

And tears are wiped away. 

When every opposition 
To Jesus Christ shall fall 
In utter demolition, 
And Uod be nil in oil. 


■ANNA. 


BY O. H. MljBMnCT. 


I purpose making a novel use oi ray cap- 
tion, novel only because the original idea has 
been last sight of. It was the strangeness, 
the uniqueness of the phenomenon in the wil- 
derness that gave occasion for the term by 
which their new bread was designated. "And 
when the children of Israel saw it, they .said 
one to another, It is manna ; for they wist 
not what it was." Ex. 16 : 15. This is 
characteristic of much of the religion of to- 
day. Everybody knowH something about 
Jesus, but only a few know Jesus. The high- 
est truths possible for God to reveal come to 
us in their intellectual form like all other 
truth, and millions in Christendom know Je- 
sus only aa they know Socrates, or Plato, or 
-Homer, or Cicero, or Napoleon, or Washing- 
ton, or Lincoln. A Doctor of Divinity, told 
me recently that "religion is wholly educa- 
tional, and the only true Christianity is that 
which is the result of catechetical influence, 
starting at birth, or before, and growing np 
uoconsciously in and into Christ" This is 
indeed a glorious condition of Christianity, but 
raises not the birth of the flesh into regener- 
ation. To know Christ afbr the flesh is the 
first step toward a higher knowing, but to 
know him unto eternal life is ar. altitude 
where nothing carnal can breathe. "Because 
I live ye shall live also,'* 'ib the secret and the 
philosophy of salvation. "Looking unto Je- 
sus," is the all-inclusive condtion of redemp- 
tion. Uod has his fixed terms, and man Iiuh 
his theologies and theories, and it is not our 
intellectual view of things, but our spiritual 
apprehension of God bimeelf that saves, 
"Fools are slow of heart to believe" is still 
the Incisive rebuke of ChriHt to the majority 
of His professed disciples. The Elect are 
still a "little fluck," despised and rejected of 
men." They hate a creed, a theology, but it 
is "Christ crucified," not in word only, but in 
truth and- in deed, A low standard begets a 
low faith, and the lite will be on a still lower 
level. The most faultless creed, that omits 
not an item in the entire curriculum of chris- 
tian education, is a standard infinitely beneath 
the Gospel, if it "holds the truth in unright- 
eousness." Some think gross sin most be 
committed, or glaring immoralities external- 
ized to incur the charge of ungodliness. The 
gravest and most typical moralist in the world 
■a godless so long as his goodness is the self- 
elaborated product of his innate capabilities. 
The moral potentialities of man are great, 
but all the Socrates' and Plates and Senacas 
and Aurel ius', Epictetus', in the entire range 
of human history, could not make a christian. 
To believe in Christ with all the natural fer- 
vor of Paul, and all the largeness of reason 
possible to all the apostles combined, is not 
Christianity. The religion of Jesus is Jesus 
himself, as God incarnate by a faith that is 
synonymous with life. I am quite willing to 
be branded as a mystic, only so the mysticism 
is in line with God manifest in the flesh, 
which is without controversy the mystery of 
mysteries. Nothing less than this satisfied 
God in expressing His ideal of life, and noth- 
ing less will satisfy Him in the repetition of 
His in ties hi tig. Christed, Christed : this is 
the great fact that constitutes Heaven for re- 


deemed souls. However much I may offend 
would- be christians, I am instinctively dis- 
gusted with much that is advanced confident- 
ly as indicative of a superior type of religion. 
We may know all highest christian verities af- 
ter the flesh but one — Christianity itself. To 
be one with God in Christ through the Holy 
Ghoi-t, so radically renews us at the core of 
onr being that it strips us of our old self from 
crown to toe. Christ and ourselves and onr 
lellws are then known as Christ knew the hu 
mauity He assumed. For this very purpose 
He became incarnate that He might, as God, 
know Himself man. This is Christianity, and 
nothing else is. I cannot for a moment allow 
that the multiplied indictment of "Sound of 
the Trumpet" carries with it the grave con- 
sequence the author assumes. Its exhibition 
was precipitate. In the light of God inear- 
nate a carnal presentation of the truth is more 
radically antagonistic to the essential idea of 
Christianity, than the meek, self- crucifying 
acceptance of a vaguely apprehended trutb, 
or an erroneous application of a misapprehend- 
ed principle. Much error attaches to the 
wisest saints on earth, because our minds can- 
not grasp the contents of our faith. Saints are 
heart bound to God and each other, and where 
this is the ground verity of the church, schism 
is impossible notwithstanding all mental vari- 
ations in our apprehension of what is believed. 
When it comes to disruption, more than the 
bead is at fault. Words fail me to show what 
I believe none but God can feel when the 
the very essence of His infleshing is ignored 
in the defence ot the letter and symbol of H>& 
glorious Gospel. I would sooner be a paptist 
of the Kempis type, than a flawless ritualist 
in all divine ordinances without the conscious 
possession of God through whose inbeing 
alone all symbols can be observed in a chris- 
tian manner, ft will not hurt any and every 
reader of this paper, and all other religious pa- 
pers, so thoroughly to individualize himself as 
to feel alone with God, and that nothing is 
salvation but being like God in character, and 
that no latitude is integral to this character 
that is not plainly discernablu in the flesh- 
lived life of Emmanual. Just here is the 
point of divergence from the Divine Ideal 
which causes all onr personal and corporate 
trouble. "Abiding in Christ," "filled with 
the spirit," "walking worthy of the Lord," 
"overcoming through the blood of the Lamb," 
"crucified to the world, and the world unto 
us," "crucifying the flesh with the affections 
and lusts," "counting all things but dung, and 
su fieri ng the loss of all things to know Christ 
and win Him" — is not this an infinitely nohlcr 
work and loftier achievements than the 
"counts" over which so much ado is made ? 
Let us steer our theological icebergs into the 
bottomless tropical ocean of Divine Love, and 
it will surely if slowly yield to the warmth 
that overcomes "the world, the flesh, and the 
devil." _ 

THE SICKLE. 

BY W.8. I, VON. 


God, and from them a Governor was to 
come, which was to rule God's people, Israel. 
Accordingly this King came, the meek and 
lowly Jcbus, but the Jews did not receive 
Him. In the fullness of time, they crucified 
him, through their tenacity to the traditions 
of the Elders. Well might the earth quake, 
the rocks rend, the sun be enveited in dark- 
ness, when Jesus, the Redeemer and King 
eternal was put to death by his own peculiar 
people. His own people by promise, and 
who held the oracles of God. They *ptereed 
his side, from which flowed his innocent blood, 
which oleanseth from all sin. As did the 
Jews, so have the Gentiles dope. At their 
fullness they have crucified the Savior afresh, 
and put him to an open shame by their tra- 
ditions. And oh, how plainly we can see and 
feel the great ecclesiastical earthquake that 
has been active for the last two years and 
still continues. The church is riven from 
center to circumference ; all broken into frag- 
ments, which are antagonistic to each other, 
and even among themselves (just as the Jews 
did). "The sun,'' (Christ's word) is darkened; 
no longer does he complacently shine upon 
his church as a whole, because different spirits 
have obtained. "The moon," (or law) is 
turned into blood. How literally true. Par- 
ents and children are at life time variance, 
husband and wife, brother and sister, are re- 
ligiously divided, and excluded from a com- 
mon communion, through thetraditiousot the 
modern elders. No longer is the church that 
beacon-lighted city setup upon a hill, with 
the peace banner furled to the breeze for the 
nations to behold. Hut on the other hand, 
she is engaged in litigation ot the lowest kind, 
even to the dispossessing of church property. 

Every believing Jew was hunted down as a 
heretic; even so, now among the Gentiles; 
every member who will not follow the tradi- 
tions of modern elders is distellowshipped, 
excommunicated or turned out of heaven, all 
for not obeying the order. 

Almost six mouths have past by us with the 
orb of day, heavily draped with a deep crim 
son mantle' of red/reminding fis of the fact 
that Christ has been ctucitied afresh, and his 
blood is flowing world wide. All natuie ap- 
pears to be concerned in this momentous mat- 
ter. The sun, the moon, the wind, the water, 
the fire are all speaking to us of God's dis- 
pleasure in his church. 

This bringg jis to our last proposition, or 
the mcanBtobe emplo yed in t his dark hour 
referred To above. Gfod has ever 


np oar 


pie and a cnurcb on earth, [hough~sometunes 
ve ry small. Ilia chinch was small at ChrisTs 
cnTStftxi on. 1 I in ch ur ch was small , when 
MaetTi'e-coiihtjMjeUMl_Ji ft was small whe n 
the Brethren - re organized " upoii the gospel 


And I beheld, when he had opened the sixth 
seal, and lo there was a great earthquake, and 
the sun became as black sack cloth of hair, and 
the moon became as blood." Rev 6 : 12. 

Over 1,800 years ago God made known to 
John upon the Isle of Patmos* this solemn 
truth, which is now being fulfilled to the let- 
ter. We propose to give an out-line view of 
this prophetic subject by first stating that we 
have fully entered into the sixth thousandth 
year of the grand prophetic division of time 
and hence will predicate our remarks upon 
this view. 

"The great earth quake," is now in the 
Church. "The son, as black as sack-cloth of 
hair," means the obscuring of the Gospel. 
And that God hes forsaken bis fragmentary 
Church, in direct opposition to Christ's in- 
struction. And lastly, the up- building of the 
Church and the duty of all its members and 
the means to be employed, as designed by 
God, to meet this much lamented condition of 
things. We are no prophet, but by our best 
researches in divine prophecy, we are con- 
strained to believe that we are now behold- 
ing and realizing the opening of the sixth 
seal, and is the fullness of the Gentiles. 
And the same similarity exists as did at the 
fulness of the Jewish dispensation. The jews 
held themselves pre eminent to others, because 
they were the people who held the oracles of 


* v small, rocky Island in the ^Sglan lea, whose area i* IB 


atone, free ot mft n<jatcs_anH ~ereedis m. This 
B trie third and last organization the Breth- 
ren will ever haye to undergo. This hat been 
done, and nothing now remains undone but to 
go forward, thrust in the Sickle, the harvest is 
riite and the crop abundant. The field is the 
world. The laborers the church members, 
the moral reforming moving power deigned 
to overcome aud put to flight all that is anti- 
christ and opposed to the word ot God. The 
church must, aggressively move forward in 
solid phalanx, to the tearing down of every- 
thing that exalts itself, either in saint or sinner; 
the church must meet the hydra-headed mons- 
ter ot forms, customs, usages and creeds. 
They were put down by the Jewish church 
and will have to be pat down by the Gentiles. 
This is the great work of -the church, to carry 
out Chriet'B work as he directed, uncoupled 
from manism, or his interpretation of the 
spirit of the work. 

This work devolves itself upon the laity, 
upon the entire church. You and I have our 
part to perform. It is the work of all, uni- 
tedly; it is an individual work. When the 
mouth Hpeaketh, the whole nervous system 
assents and assists. Just so, as regards the 
preacher ; if the laity does their part, the 
minister can devote his whole time and talent 
in pushing forth the trophies of the Redeem- 
er's cross; and in cared for by each member. 
Then the work is my work, it is your work 
brother ; it is your work sister. It it* an in- 
dividual work, and when all work then it is 
the work of the church, that which Christ 
designed. He bids all to come to the vine- 
yard and labor. If we do not labor it will 
profit us nothing. If we have never given 
any thing for the cause of Christ, let us be- 
gin, and begin now. 


"In the Hams of oar God wb wilt set 
PaaJKsSO-5. 

A young man who came from England, be- 
came naturalized and went to Cuba, and was 
there some time. When the civil war came 
on in 1867, he was arrested as a spv, .and 
taken before the military court and ordered to 
be shot. Then he sent for the two consuls of 
this country and of England and told them 
his case ; that he mas not a spy or politician. 
They found he was perfectly innocent and 
had nothing to do with the war. They went 
to the Spanish officers and said : "This man 
is innocent, and not guilty of what he is ac- 
cused." But the officers said: "He was 
found guilty by the Spanish government und 
must die." The consuls had not time to re- 
fer to the Spanish Government. They 
brought the man to the grave, and the black 
cap was drawn over his face and the , Spanish 
soldiers were ready to Are. Just before they 
received the command to fire, the two consuls 
rushed up, and cur American representative 
took the stars and stripes and wrapped them 
around the man, and the English Consul 
wrapped the English flag around him, and 
they said "fire into these flags if yon dare." 
They did not dare to fire, for behind these 
(lags were two powerful nations. 

God's banner over his people is love. It 
has been unfurled to a world of sinners for 
nearly two thousand years. Many have 
taken refuge beneath its protection ; all may 
do so if in the name of God we have set up 
this banner. With much greater confidence 
and assurance we can look to it for protection 
from every foe, than the American citizen can 
look to the stars and stripes. For if behind 
the American banner is a powerful nation, 
and the blood of our forefathers pledged to 
protect ns and our rights in every part of ttiia 
world, so behind the christian's flag — the ban- 
ner of love — the King of kings and his own 
precious blood, will ptotect the faithful be- 
liever in all the universe of God, in time and 
in eternity. It the sprinkling of the hlood of 
the Paschal lamb protected the first born in 
Egypt from death by the \Jeolroying angel, 
much more will the blood of Christ, signi- 
fied by the banner of love over us, save us 
from the second death, when amid the crash of 
the worlds, the ungodly will cry and say, 
"the greater day ol his wrath is come, and 
who shall he able to stand." 

Dear fellow christians, let us boldly march 
forward under the blood stained banner ol 
Prince I m man tie). That banner is love. 
"By this shall all men know that you are 
my disciples; it ye have love one for another." 
Not only men but devils will know it, and 
dare not touch us. 

Some two years ago, when Elder. Ccftman 
said to me : "You are now ex (jelled from the 
church," because of my unwillingness to ac- 
cept a human creed, contrary to the faith of 
the Bret hi en, "you can now hoist your ban- 
ner aud beat up volunteers." I silently 
thought in the language of the ti-xt at the 
head of this article : *'/« the mime of onr God 
we will set up our banners" I am glad to* 
know that we — the Brethren — have been do- 
ing so, and that God owns and abundantly 
blesses the work. Courage, brethren! 
untn rl the banner and let it wave over the 
homes of the free and the brave. 

J. A. RlDKXOCR. 

On the Death ot Katie Fey Sander, 

Who died on the first ot April, aged eight 
yearB, Another bud of promise has been cull- 
ed from earth, and transplanted, to bloom for- 
ever, in the bowers of eternal bliss. Another 
home has a "vacant chair," and another mem- 
ber is joined to the white-robed throng whose 
eyes "Behold the king in his beauty." "It 
must be sweet in childhood to give back tha 
spirit to its Maker, ere the heart has grown 
familiar with the path! of sin and sorrow, to 
garner up its bitter fruit" 

Shall we not rejoice, then, that the little 
one, around whom so many precious memo- 
ries cluster, has been freed from the dross of 
earth and clothed in immortal beauty, to dwell 
in the house not made with hands, with him 
who said "Suffer little children to come unto 
me." May we who remain, whose hearts are 
bowed in sorrow, find sweet comfort in the 
thought : She will not return to us but we 
will go to her. 

D. W. Reixhakt. 
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